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Objectives

The main objective of the MOA Master Programme is to train graduated agronomists and agricultural engineers to produce

inno\

in Mediterranean organic agriculture, creating and maintaining sustainability in the farming system, assisting and contributing t

development of the Organic Sector both at national and regional level. Within this framework, further goals are:

™  to develop agronomic skills related to practices and techniques of Mediterranean Organic Agriculture production

management;

™ to develop skills related to legislation, inspectio ORGANIZATION
certification and labeling of organically-produce First Year: 60 ECTS
food and fibres; i Ten Units 56 ECTS

™ to build capacity in socio-economic analysis ar ' Individual Project 4 ECTS
market strategy for organic agriculture; Diploma: “Post Graduate Specialization

™ to provide trainees with the necessary tools a Second Year: 60 ECTS
expertise to assess the agricultural, environmen ™ Two Units 6 ECTS
and socio-economic opportunities and constraints ™  ‘Master of Science’ thesis 54 ECTS
organic agriculture in different Mediterranean areas Diploma: “Master of Science” of CIHEAM

In the second year, students who have successfully complACCESS VO AL EE R BT D= ‘ _
the first year and who have met all the pre-requisites set by Students who have been awarded the CIHEAM ‘Master of Sci

Institute, develop a thesis based on experimental research w¢ ~=2"=~ .
universities.

The scientific results derived from the research work are usu Some PhD programmes are carried out in collaboration between §
announced in International Conferences and/or publishec ltalian/foreign Universities and MAIB.
scientific journals. ADMISSION

Required levet High School Degree + 4 years (or an academic
qualifying the applicant to undertake postgraduate studies in his co

P ostgraduate Specialisation Programme, 60

ECTS in the fields of Agricultural sciences, or related courses.
Deadline for receiving applicationdune 30, 2010
(November 2010 — June 2011) Registration fees amount to 230,00€/year. Tuition fees amou
The course |S orgaruzed |n 11 unlts |nclud|ng a D|p|0m|ng 500,00€/m0nth (Wlthout |nC|Ud|ng traVeI, accommodation and insu
Training: Auditors in Organic Agriculture expenses).
Unit I: Introductory Disciplines BENEFICIARIES & SCHOLARSHIPS

English language course; elements of statistics: introductior MSc programmes are open to candidates of any nationality. In part

scenarios of shared knowledge; research techniques COUrsesare addressed to: ) o
technology; criteria for bibliographic research 2 managers of national research centres or public administr.
’ ’ in agriculture-related fields;

Unit II: Introduction to Organic Agriculture Y researchers or assistants from Academic institutions;
Basic principles associated to technical options for typi ™  officers of agricultural extension service bodies;

agriculture constraints; sustainability in O.A.; agro-ecosyst '  9raduate students not yet involved in production or rese
concept; ecological function, biodiversity and methods cehuiles)

improve biodiversity in agriculture and landscape managemel [POESSENES el MEiEeeE:
p y 9 P 9 A certain number of scholarship is granted every year. Priority is giV

Unit lIl: Soil Fertility Management applicants from Southern and Eastern Mediterranean and Middle

Selection of students is based on the evaluation of application docuAIIE
vel

2nce’

Degree have access to PhD studies in Italian, European and Anjerical

evera

t to
nce

cular,

tions

arch

en to
East

Soil, abiotic and biotic components; organic matter evoluti Countries. Candidates should send their applications directly to MAIB

and balance; the main chemical parameters for soil ferti before June 30, 2010 (further details: http://www.iamb.it

estimation; field sampling and practical laboratory; compost L ANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
and biomass recycling; impact of fertilization and crop rotati English: fluency in English is a must

on soil properties and crop growth; research methodology

organic agriculture.



Unit IV: Pest, Disease and Weed Management
The concept and philosophy of pest and disease prevention and management in organic agriculture; techniques for direct co
insects and diseases; organic weeds management.

Unit V: Quality, Safety and Post-Harvest Handling of Organic Crops

International quality award systems; cost-effective quality management; quality improvement; ISO 9000; environmental manag
system; food safety and Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points (HACCP); technologies applied to organic products in the post-h
phases: storage, processing, cold storage, transportation and packaging; re-use of organic by-products; transportation and pa
re-use of organic by-products.

Unit VI: Organic Standards and Legislation

Legislation in the world; International standards and guidelines: IFOAM basic standards, organic regulation in Northern countries
USA, Japan); organic regulation in developing countries (Tunisia); certification and accreditation schemes; mandatory and vol
regulatory systems; procedures of organic product importation in the EU; audit planning and conduct.

Unit VII: Global Markets and Marketing for Organic Agro-Food Products
Principles of agro-enterprise; linking organic farmers to global market; marketing of agro-food products and organic prod
emerging social economic issues in organic agriculture trade.

Unit VIII: Organic farming economics, policy development and social aspects
Agricultural Policies: specific focus on organic farming support policies in developed and developing countries. socio-economic
aspects of organic farming: multiple linkages between organic farming and rural/local development

Unit IX: Farm Management
The role of ruminants in animal-soil-plant system; the agroecological basis for the hole farm planning, design and management.

Unit X: Organic Mediterranean Commodities Production
Main Mediterranean crops: olive groves, vegetable crops, fruits trees, viticulture in terms of production, management, protectior
processing.

Unit XI: Project

Supervised group project on different topis of organic management introducing the approach to research in organic farming.
trials are designed to compare organic crop management systems including organic fertilization, crop association and intercro
mulching, weed management etc.

M aster of Science Programme, 60 ECTS
(November’10 - October’11)

Unit 1 — Introductory Disciplines
Unit 2 — Laboratory and field methodologies
Supervised research work (Master thesis)

Topics generally available for ‘Master of Science’ theses:

X Cropping systems and soil fertility management, quality of agricultural products and by-products recovery;
Biocontrol and biomolecules

Agricultural systems sustainablity analyses

Economic and market analyses

Socio-economic aspects and development policies

X X X X
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